/.

¥ v/

Approved For Release 2004/02/04 : CIA-RDP67B00446R000100320012-3 / y
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE /Q

NEWS RELEASE - BRI

~FROM THE COMMITTEE ON STANDAR.DS AND CON’DUQ_’[‘_
UNITED STATES SENATE s

THURSDAY, OCTDBER 21, 1965

RE: SENATE COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS AND CONDUCT S
HOLDS ORGANIZATION MEETING w0~ =oe oo oo o

The Select Committee on Standards tnd Conduct of the United Statc ,

Senate held a maeting today to organize and conaider its purpoul. Senator

Tohn C. Stennis (D-Miss. ) was elected Chairman, and Senator WallaseE,

Bonnett (R-Utah) was elected Vice Chairman, | : :{ w;ﬂumﬁf
Authorized by a Senate Resolution last year. the Committee consists
of Senators Stennis and Bennett and of Senators Mike Mongoney (D-Okll.).

John Sherman Cooper (R-Ky.), Eugene J. McCarthy (D-Minn. )s .and James B.
Pearson (R-Kan.). ' e s
After it was organized, the Committee proceeded to appoint
Benjamin R. Fern of McLean, Virginia, as Chief Counsel. The new pro=-

fessional staff member, who is 44 years old and a lawyer, recently retired ‘

!roin the Navy where he was a Captain,
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Spelled out in the Resolution establishing the Committee a’:re the

following responsibilities: N !{

d

f ey
Receive complaints and investigate auegatiom ot imprcper condnct B
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which may reflect upon the Senate, violations of law, md violation- of rulu

and regulations of the Senate, relating to the conduct of individua.lo iu thc R

performance of their duties as members of thg Senate, ,q‘r as yqfxﬁc" re
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cmployeu of the Senttc. and make approprhte findings of fact a.nd conclulionl

‘of the Senate, in the perform;nce of thcir duticw; i

responsibilities.

Report violations of any law to the proper Federal and Staﬁ

authorities, L

At the conclusion of the meeting, Senator Sténni_l' and Senator Bonn‘&
issued the following joint statement: .

Senator Stennis stated that he regards the Committee's role as the -

preservation of the good name of the Senate. The Senate's reputation mult

be protected against any improper action of an individual Senatgori.": or otﬂcor

or employee of the Senate, he added.

While not a legislative committee, the Select Committeo _14 authorllod |

to recommend to tha Senlte any legiulative metaurel 'Whi h th C n mi

of the executive brtnch of the Govomment. '
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"~ Senator Stennis, who is also Chairman of the Senate Preparednsss

hwutigating Subcommittee. omphuiud thlt undor our .yttem of ‘ovornmm

»ié*t
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a Senator is primarily accountable to the people o! hii State. Tho ultimato :
responsibility for the moral integrity of the _Sontto. then, lfql‘tl with the

electorate of the country. No committee can alter the prat:eu of selection of
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& Senator or intervene in the responsibility of a Semtor tn hiu comﬁt\uncy.
This does not mean that the Committee feels itulf helplon to prouct
the Senate as an institution. The Committee accepts the duty of attempting to

express its understanding of the -tandardc of conduct ln the field of Somtorhl

responsibility which the people of the United States are entitled to cxpoct ol
Senators and their staffs, and the officers and employees of the Senate,

In more concrete terms, the Committee expects to first take the
time necessary to prepare a body pf principles against whiéhrto menureényt ‘
allegedly unethical or unlawful conduct and to thus be in a position to then
dispose of complaints fairly; however, if a specific complaint is received in

the meantime, the Committee is prepared to take action,
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